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ust about every teacher I know 
has a bulletin board in her studio 
to display students' pictures and 

share information about music. A few 
years ago 1 added a new dimension to 
my bulletin board to encourage stu
dents to learn more about music from 
the articles and information 1 posted 
each month. 

The ptoject centered around a chart 
1 devised that had columns for every
one's name and points they would earn 
for reading the atticles and then 
respondng to them. A reward system 
hooked the students. They worked for 
points throughout the year, then in 
spring they could earn a $4 musical 
prize for earning 10 points; a $7 prize 
for 20 points, and a $10 prize for 30 
points. 

Students showed immediate interest 
in the bulletin-board project; it was as
tounding. They looked for clues to 
mystery questions, responded to chal
lenges, and shared comments. The 
idea wotked so well that I've contin
ued it for the last four years. Clavier's 
Viano Explorer is an excellent resource 
for the many items 1 cut out and add to 
a new bulletin board. 

Every month there is a mystery 
musician, complete with pictures and 
clues for students to identify. The 
musician usually has a birthday during 
that month, which encourages stu
dents to look through Eiano Explorer's 
"Happy Birthday" list. Occasionally, 
the musician is featured on a stamp, 
such as the 2004 United States postal 
stamp of Henry Mancini. I like to fea
ture articles about current pianists and 
ask students to answer questions about 
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them, such as 
"What did you find interesting about 
Emanuel Ax?" and " I f you interviewed 
Mr. Ax, what would you ask him?" 

I may ask for the name of a famous 
pianist or a piece by a certain compos
er to earn points. Students tespond to 
questions by writing their answers on 
notepaper, which I provide, and put
ting them in my mailbox. 

A t the start of the school year in fall, 
my students and 1 share some of our 
musical activities from the summer. 
One year 1 went to Austria, so in 
September 1 hung up postcards of 
Salzburg and posted pictures and a 
biography of Mozart, including the 
program from an all-Mozart ptogtam 
my family attended. When I asked stu
dents to write about a musical event 
from their summer, I was surprised to 
leatn that nearly everyone had per
formed in or attended a concert or par
ticipated in a musical play. Some sang 
in a vocal group or simply listened to 
classical music. 

1 often correlate the bulletin board 
articles with a monthly curriculum 
project. When the students created 
composition books, the bulletin boatd 
that month featured an article on the 
history of notation with examples of 
medieval notation. 1 even asked stu
dents to devise a notation system and 
included theit examples on the bul
letin board. 

In January students can earn an 
extra point by writing a New Year's 
Musical Resolution and doing their 
best to catty it out. Along with the 
usual resolutions of "1 wil l practice 
more" and "1 will practice longer," one 

interesting promise 
was, " I will take the metronome 
out of my hiding spot." 

As recital time approaches, 1 post 
articles from Eiano Explorer on relax
ation and how to prepare for perform
ances. My students' favorite is an issue 
featuring "Concert Monsters," which 
includes comic characters of audience 
members, such as "Clappus Too-
Soonus (The Enthusiast)," who 
applaudes at every lull in a perform
ance. I ask students what they do to 
relax before a recital, a sports event, or 
other public performance. One of the 
more unusual responses came from a 
student who wtote, "1 eat to relax." 
Her parents enjoyed knowing that. 
Cartoons always inspite a laugh. 

Occasionally students earn a bonus 
point if they: 

Practice five days in a week. 
Listen to classical music during the 

week. 
Name one composer of a piece they 

ate studying. 
Listen to one unassigned piece from 

the C D . bin. 

My favorite month is musical-terms 
month. A few weeks before it begins, 1 
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take pictures of the students and place 
them on speech bubbles. When I ask, 
"How are you?" the student uses a 
musical term to describe his feelings. He 
writes the term on the sticker and places it 
beside his picture. Students who can't 
think of a term look through a musical 
dictionary to find one. 

The students came up with emotions I'd 
never heard of, such as keck and balzando 
to describe their feelings or a personality 
trait. One high school student who never 
had a preference for anything chose 
indecis. A student who always bounced 
into the studio with a big smile decided on 

felice. At the end of the year I sent the 
pictures home for parents to enjoy. 

The bulletin board has given students a 
chance to voice their thoughts and 
describe funny experiences or secret 
wishes I might never have known about. 
The articles and subsequent questions 
often promote interesting discussions; and 
in addition, parents occasionally come in 
to look at the bulletin board, something 
that never happened in the past. It has 
been an adventure to see an inanimate 
bulletin board suddenly become a rich 
source of interaction between my 
students, me, and even parents. 


